UBRARY 


y 

, Axminster  Urban 

i 

Axminster  Rural 
Honiton  Borough 
Honiton  Rural 
Seaton  Urban 


^InnuaC 

OF  THE 

memcai  Olficei  oi  Heaim 

FOR 

No.  2 SANITARY  AREA 

DEVON 


1943 


Honiton  ; 

Dimond  & Co.,  Printers  and  Stationers. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  No.  2 Sanitary  Area  for  1943 

' comprising : — 

Axminster  Urban,  Axminster  Rural,  Honitox  Borough, 
Honiton  Rural,  and  Seaton  Urban. 


Dr.  D.  Steele-Perkins,  Med.  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Councillors  for  the 

District  comprising  No.  2 Sanitary  Area, 

By  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  my  Annual  Report 
for  1943  will  again  be  only  an  Interim  Report.  This  step  is 
taken  owing  to  the  War,  in  order  to  conserve  paper,  and  also 
the  great  expense  entailed  in  the  production  of  a separate  report 
for  each  District. 

Only  very  essential  matters  will  be  referred  to,  and  any 
urgent  Sanitary  matters  that  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  I have  also  excluded  from  my  report,  by  direction  of  the 
Ministry,  the  population  of  each  Area,  and  also  the  number 
of  Houses.  These  figures  I shall  be  pleased  to  give  at  any 
meeting  of  my  Councils. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  Evacuees  in  the  District 
has  steadily  decreased,  owing  to  the  gradual  return  of  these 
children  to  their  homes.  Those  that  have  been  left,  have 
gained  enormously  in  health  and  physique  by  their  stay  in  the 
country  districts.  Amongst  the  Evacuees  there  has  been  little 
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serious  illness,  and  a large  number  of  those  treated  at  the  Sick 
Bay  have  been  for  skin  complaints,  such  as  Impetigo,  Scabies, 
etc. 


Scabies,  I am  glad  to  add,  has  decreased  considerably  in 
our  Area,  the  few  that  are  left  are  real  chronic  cases,  and  keep 
reappearing  at  the  Sick  Bay  for  treatment,  and  in  the  majority 
of  these  cases  the  continuance  of  the  Scabies  is  entirely  due  to 
neglect  in  the  home. 

One  very  bright  spot  in  our  records  for  the  year  is  the  entire 
disappearance  of  Diphtheria,  not  a single  case  having  been 
reported  to  me ; I expect  this  is  a record , almost  unequalled 
anywhere,  and  I hope  and  believe,  it  is  entirely  due  to  the 
systematic  combing  out  of  the  Area,  with  my  Immunisation 
Clinics.  These  Clinics  have  been  regularly  held  throughout 
the  Area,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  carry  on  with  this  work. 
Parents  are  readily  coming  forward  with  their  children,  realising 
now  what  a great  protection  immunisation  gives  to  their 
children,  and  I am  more  than  pleased  and  satisfied  with  the 
number  of  children  from  one  year  and  upwards,  who  have 
attended  m}^  Clinics. 

Scarlet  Fever . — During  the  year  15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  reported  as  against  16  the  previous  year,  all  of  an  exceed- 
ingly mild'  type.  They  occurred — Axminster  Rural  6;  Ax- 
minster  Urban  0 ; Honiton  Rural  7 ; Honiton  Borough  0 ; Seaton 
2 ; total  15 . 

A few  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Whipton  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  others  it  was  found  possible  to  isolate  and  treat 
at  home,  and  at  no  time  was  a serious  epidemic  threatened, 
and  the  cases  were  sporadic  and  spread  over  the  year. 

Puerpural  Pyrexia. — Five  cases  occurred  during  the  year, 
the  same  as  in  1942. 


3 


This  is  again  a very  good  record,  and  I am  glad  to  say 
only  one  death  occurred  from  this  very  serious  condition,  and 
I would  here  like  to  pay  an  appreciation  of  the  highly  skilled 
Nursing  service^  throughout  our  Area.  It  is  entirely  due  to 
the  very  excellent  and  highly  skilled  Nurses  we  have,  that  our 
figures  are  so  very  good. 

Scabies. — As  stated  in  my  opening  notes,  this  disease 
beyond  a few  chronics,  is  now  almost  a thing  of  the  past. 

Bed  Welters. — Very  few  cases  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice,  and  the  admission  to  Burwood  Sick  Bay  of  these  cases, 
has  almost  ceased  to  exist. 

Burwood  Sick  Bay. — This  Sick  Bay  has  continued  to  do 
excellent  work,  and  I am  glad  to  say,  we  still  have  as  Matron 
Mrs.  K.  Drysdale  Anderson,  and  under  her  guidance  and  care, 
the  efficient  running  of  the  Sick  Bay  is  assured. 

The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Sick  Bay  has  been  enlarged, 
in  that  we  now  admit  Land  Army  Girls,  and  when  accommo- 
dation is  available,  men  from  the  N.F.S. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  130. 

During  the  year  consideration  has  been  given  to  Post-War 
plans,  such  as  Housing,  Water  Supplies,  and  Sewage. 

These  questions  are  becoming  more  urgent  every  day, 
and  I can  foresee  a very  large  expenditure  of  money  in  the  early 
post-war  period,  to  meet  the  necessary  requirements  of  our  Area. 
Water  and  Sewage  disposal  in  some  of  our  Districts  is  very 
bad,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they  will  have  to  be  brought  more 
up  to  date. 

War  Time  Health  in  No.  2 Area. — I can  only  repeat  what 
I said  last  year,  that  the  War-time  health  is  very  muj^h  better 
than  one  could  expect,  and  generally  speaking,  I would  go  so 
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far  as  to  say  the  general  health  of  the  Area  has  been  better  than 
in  the  pre-war  period. 

My  report  on  Immunisation  will  be  dealt  with  separately 
under  each  District. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  my  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
their  very  great  kindness  and  co-operation  with  me  during  the 
past  year.  Their  work  has  been  splendid,  and  although  very 
much  understaffed,  have  done  a real  job  of  work,  and  I am 
very  grateful  to  them. 

I now  append  a short  report  on  each  District,  taking  them 
in  alphabetical  order. 


I 
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AXMINSTER  URBAN. 


Area 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


1300  acres 
xuic 


£18,539 


The  following  cases  of 

Measles 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Para  Typhoid 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia  . . 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 


Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1943 

1942 

1943 

0 cases 

4 cases 

0 ., 

0 

0 .. 

1 . ,, 

4 ,, 

0 

0 ,, 

0 .. 

1 ,, 

0 .. 

5 ,, 

0 

0 ,, 

1 ,, 

Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes: — 

1942 —  (21  Males,  19  Females)  . . . . 40 

1943—  (17  Males,  17  Females)  ..  ..  34 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  registered: — 

1942 —  (22  Males,  21  Females)  and  includes  2 

illegitimate  births  . . . . . . 43 

1943 —  (14  Males,  20  Females)  and  includes  2 

illegitimate  births  . . . . . . 34 


Still  Births. 

Number  of  above  registered : — 

1942 —  (4  Males,  illegitimate)  ..  ..  ..  4 

1943 —  (1  Female,  legitimate)  ..  ..  ..  1 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1942 —  2 Deaths  were  registered. 

1943 —  No  Deaths  were  registered. 

During  the  year,  I continued  my  Immunisation  Clinics 
with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  I immunised  a large  number 
of  children  of  pre-School  age,  and  I now  have  a very  large  per- 
centage of  the  child  population  protected  as  far  as  humanly 
possible  against  Diphtheria. 

As  you  will  note  in  my  introductory  remarks,  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  have  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  past 
year,  and  that  also  applies  to  1942,  so  I think  that  after  my 
exertions  from  1941 , in  advocating  and  holding  these  Clinics, 
results  are  highly  satisfactory  and  are  really  worth  while. 

You  will  notice  from  the  Table  of  Infectious  Disease  another 
remarkable  year  of  immunity  from  such.  Last  year  I reported 
that  your  district  must  be  almost  a record  for  absence  of  such, 
but  this  year  the  report  is  still  better,  and  must  hold  a unique 
position  in  the  Tables  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Urban 
Areas  of  the  country. 

Deaths. — These  show  a decrease  from  last  year,  and  should 
be  about  the  normal  for  the  population. 

Births. — Curiously  the  Births  are  exactl}^  the  same  as  the 
Deaths,  34,  only  two  illegitimate  Births  were  registered,  which 
considering  present  conditions  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Water  and  Sewage  disposal  are  both  satisfactory,  but 
owing  to  security  precautions  I cannot  comment  fully  on  them. 

I have,  in  order  to  compare  1942  with  1943, included  my 
records  for  both  years  for  comparison. 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 
No . of  Parishes 


51 ,468  acres 


£50,686 

£209 
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Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1943: 


Measles 

Pneumonia 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 


1942  1943 

0 cases  10  cases 

12  ,,  3 ,, 

2 ,,  0 ,, 

15  ,,  4 ,, 

6 ,,  6 

2 ,,  4 ,, 

0 0 ,, 

1 ,,  0 ,, 


The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  of  a mild  type,  and 
were  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  area  during  the  year, 
and  at  no  time  was  there  an  epidemic. 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes: — 

1942 —  (68  Males,  81  Females)  ..  ..  149. 

1943 —  (62  Males,  74  Females)  ..  ..  136 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  registered: — 

1942 — (81  Males,  79  Females)  . . . . . . 160 

7 illegitimate  Births  were  registered,  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  160. 
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1943 — (97  Males,  63  Females)  ..  ..  ..  160 

13  Illegitimate  Births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  160. 


Still  Births. 

1942 —  7 Still  Births  were  registered  (all  legitimate) . 

1943 —  7 Still  Births  were  registered  (all  except  1 were 

legitimate) . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1942 —  5 Deaths  were  registered  (includes  1 illegitimate) . 

1943 —  3 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate) . 


Water  and  Sewerage. 

Beer. — The  Chlorination  Plant  for  the  Lower  Supply, 
which  was  of  doubtful  purity,  has  been  installed  and  is  working 
satisfactorily . 

COLYFORD. — This  continues  satisfactorily. 

COLYTON. — The  Hardening  Plant  which  was  installed  is 
working  satisfactorily. 

This  jear  has  again  been  remarkable  for  absence  of  Infec- 
tious Disease.  There  were  6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  of  a 
very  mild  type,  but  no  cases  of  Diphtheria.  This  latter  is 
very  gratifying  to  me,  after  all  the  work  I have  put  into  my 
Immunisation  Clinics.  I am  glad  to  sa}^  a large  number  of 
parents  now  take  advantage  of  the  Clinics,  and  bring  their 
children  of  pre-School  age  to  have  them  done. 

Water  and  Sewerage. 

Owing  to  war-time  restrictions,  I can  make  practically 
no  comment  on  these,  and  I feel  my  Council  realise  the  position, 
following  three  dry  summers  and  winters. 
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Deaths. — These  show  a decrease,  136  as  against  149  in  1942. 

Births. — The  number  of  Births  registered,  160,  is  exactly 
the  same  as  1942,  but  I regret  to  report  13  illegitimate  Births 
are  included  in  the  total  of  160. 

Still  Births. — These  remain  at  7,  the  same  figure  as  1942, 
while  Deaths  from  Infants  under  1 year  were  3,  as  against  5 
in  1942. 

Post-War. — Consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the 
Post-War  Schemes  of  Housing,  Sewage  and  Water  supplies. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  Council  are  going  to  be  faced  with  a large 
number  of  very  necessary  schemes , especially  Water  and  Housing, 
immediately  after  the  War.  Plans  for  these  improvements 
are  gradually  being  formulated  and  taking  shape,  but  owing 
to  security  reasons,  I cannot  comment  on  them  as  fully  as  I 
should  have  liked. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 

No . of  Parishes 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate  Produces 


61 ,265  acres 

MtGO 

22 

£24,515 
£104  18s.  Id. 


Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1943 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  . . 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 


1942 
2 cases 

5 ,, 

43  ,, 

0 ,, 
1 ,, 
0 ,, 
1 .. 


1943 
7 cases 
0 ,, 

1 ,, 
25  ,, 

9 

0 ,, 

1 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 

1942 —  -(56  Males,  41  Females)  . . . . 97 

1943—  (49  Males,  43  Females)  ..  ..  92 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered 

1942 —  (76  Males,  47  Females)  . . . . 123 

The  number  of  illegitimate  Births  registered  was 

5 and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  123. 

1943 —  (54  Males,  68  Females)  . . . . 122 

The  number  of  illegitimate  Births  registered  was 

7 and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  122. 
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still  Births. 

1942—  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  1 (legitimate) . 

1943 —  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  3 (legitimate) . 

Still  Births. — Three  were  registered,  as  against  1 in  1942, 
and  Deaths  from  Infants  under  1 year  was,  I am  glad  to  say,  a 
great  improvement,  only  1 Death  as  against  10  in  1942. 

Owing  to  Defence  regulations,  it  is  most  difficult  to  com- 
ment with  any  freedom  on  Water  Supplies  or  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

Post-War. — The  time,  I hope,  is  now  approaching  when 
Water  Schemes  for  the  supply  of  villages  will  have  to  be  seri- 
ously considered,  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  that  all  villages  should  have  a piped  supply 
where  possible. 

Personally  I am  in  favour  of  co-operating  with  our  neigh- 
bours, and  for  part  of  our  Area,  utilising  the  large  supplies  at 
Wilmington  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a large  part  of  our  area . 

There  are  also  certain  villages  which  require  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Works  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  War. 

I think  we  can  feel  very  satisfied  with  our  record  of  Health 
for  1943,  especially  in  regard  to  Infectious  Disease,  and  which 
is  quite  the  best  I have  been  able  to  produce  in  the  past  35  years 
as  your  Medical  Officer. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred,  the  first  occasion 
I have  been  able  to  give  such  a satisfactory  report,  and  I only 
hope  it  is  due  to  the  intensive  Immunisation  I have  carried 
out  in  your  district,  and  the  results  of  this  are  now  being  felt. 

Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  but  all  of  a 
mild  type. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  92,  as 
compared  with  97  in  1942. 

Live  Births. — These  remain  about  the  average,  122,  as 
against  123  in  1942,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  there  were  7 illegit- 
imate Births  included  in  this  total  of  122. 
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HONITON  BOROUGH. 


Area 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Population  . . 

Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


3,134  acres 

3;ai8 
£27,786 
£117  11s.  5d. 


Deaths. 


Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 

1942—  (27  Males,  17  Females)  ..  ..  44 

1943 —  (26  Males,  20  Females)  . . . . 46 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Dive  Births  registered : — 

1942 —  (24  Males,  23  Females)  ..  ..  47 

2 Illegitimate  Births  were  registered,  and  are 

included  in  the  above  total  of  47 . 

1943 —  (29  Males,  18  Females)  . . . . 47 

8 Illegitimate  Births  were  registered,  and  are 

included  in  the  above  total  of  47. 


Still  Births. 

1942 —  1 was  registered  (legitimate) . 

1943 —  No  Still  Births  were  registered. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year. 

1942— 4  Deaths  were  registered  (legitimate) . 

1943— 1  Death  was  registered  (legitimate) . 
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Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1943  : — 


1942 

1943 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 case 

0 case 

Diphtheria 

3 ,, 

0 ,, 

Whooping  Cough 

5 ,, 

6 ,, 

Measles 

2 

10  ,. 

Erj'sipelas  . . 

0 ,, 

2 ,, 

Pneumonia 

0 ,, 

4 ,. 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

3 ,, 

The  health  of  the  Borough  has,  as  you  will 

see  by  the  adjoin 

ing  table,  been  very  good,  and  although  10  cases  of  Measles 
were  notified,  they  were  not  of  a virulent  type  and  no  Deaths 
occurred . 

Diphtheria,  for  the  first  time  in  my  records  for  the  past 
25  years,  has  been  absent,  not  a single  case  being  notified. 
This,  I hope,  is  due  to  the  success  of  my  Immunisation  Clinics; 
and  which  I shall  still  continue  to  hold ; otherwise  Infectious 
Disease  was  practically  non-existent,  a really  wonderful  record. 

Water  Supplies. — Owing  to  Defence  restrictions,  I cannot 
comment  as  fully  as  I should  like,  but  thanks  to  the  Wilmington 
Water  Supplies,  there  has  been  no  acute  shortage. 

Sewerage  Works I have  received  no  complaints,  and 
they  continue  to  function  satisfactorily,  and  I have  received 
no  complaints  of  pollution  of  the  water. 

Deaths. — These  were  about  the  average  for  the  Borough, 
46,  as  compared  with  44  in  1942. 

Live  Births. — These,  curiously,  are  the  same  as  1942,  that 
is  47  Births,  but  unfortunately  8 Illegitimate  Births  are  in- 
cluded in  the  47  Births. 

Still  Births  .~^Q  Still  Births  were  registered  and  only  one 
jnfant  Child  under  1 year. 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


1190.43  acres 

£31,274 
£129  Is.  6d. 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes: — 

1942 —  (19  Males,  47  Females)  ..  ..  66 

1943 —  (27  Males,  26  Females)  ..  ..  53 

Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered : — 

1942 —  (19  Males,  13  Females)  all  legitimate  32 

1943 —  (13  Males,  15  Females)  ..  ..  28 

3 Illegitimate  Births  are  included  in  the  28  Births 

registered . 


Still  Births. 

1942 —  5 were  registered  (legitimate). 

1943 —  None  were  registered. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1942 —  1 death. 

1943 —  None  were  registered . 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1942 : — 


1942 

1943 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 cases 

2 cases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 ,, 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

0 ,, 

Measles 

3 .. 

49  ,, 

Pneumonia 

1 ,, 

3 .. 

Erysipelas . . 

1 ,, 

1 .. 

Diphtheria 

0 ,, 

0 
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With  the  exception  of  rather  a bad  outbreak  of  Measles 
during  the  year,  the  almost  absence  again  of  any  serious  major 
^ Infectious  Disease  is  again  remarkable.  Unfortunately  the 
Measles  epidemic  rather  mars  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
a very  excellent  health  record  ; however,  the  bright  spot  is  that, 
although  Measles  was  so  prevalent,  no  deaths  were  attributable 
to  this,  and  on  the  whole,  the  Measles  were  of  a mild  type. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three  of  Pneumonia  and  one 
Erysipelas,  completes  the  picture,  and  which  I hold  is  exceed- 
ingly satisfactory.  All  districts  get  Measles,  but  I am  afraid 
in  some  Areas  they  are  not  notified  so  strictly  as  at  Seaton . 

Diphtheria  again  was  conspicuous  by  its  total  absence : 
this  for  the  third  year  running,  and  which  I think  is  entirely 
due  to  my  Immunisation  Clinics,  where  the  attendance  has 
been  excellent,  and  a very  large  proportion  of  Seaton  children 
are  now  Immunised.  These  Clinics  will  be  continued  to  be 
held,  and  what  pleases  me  most  is  the  large  number  of  pre- 
School  age  children  who  attend  them,  in  spite  of  the  insidious 
propaganda  against  Immunisation. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  were  53,  as 
against  66  in  1942. 

Births. — These  show  a decline,  28  registered,  as  against 
32  in  1942,  and  3 illegitimate  are  included  in  the  total  of  28. 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1 year. — I am  glad  to  say 
none  were  recorded  in  either  case. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


